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A petition to extend the time for response by two (2) months is enclosed herewith. 

Claims 1 - 7 have been canceled by this Amendment. A new independent claim 8 
and new dependent claims9- 15 depending nltimatel, therefrom have been added. A 
new independent claim 16 has been added. Claims 8 - 16 are currently pendtng 

to .he Office Action, claims 1-7 are rejected nnder 35 USC §112, fin. paragraph, 
and claims 5-7 are rejected under 35 USC § 112, second paragraph. Also, m the Office 
Action, claims 1 - 6 are rejected under 35 USC §103(a) as being unpatentable over 
United States Patent!*, 4,423,608 to Funaki in view of United States PatentNo. 
4 610 587 to Wollar et al and United States Paten. No. 5,129,768 <o Hoyle et al. 
Additionally, in tire Office Action, claim 7 is rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as bemg 
unpatentable over Whiten States Paten. No. 4,423,608 to Funahi, United States Paten, No. 
4610,587m Wollar etal, and United States PatentNo. 5,129,768 to Hoyle e, a. and 
tortoer in view United States PatentNo. 4,726,722 to Wollar. 

Applicants thank the Examiner for the opportunity to discuss tire present 
application on January 8, 2008. During ma. discussion, the shucture and function of tine 
Cairn* holding pin were discussed in a genera, fashion, including tire engagement 
Ween pin 7 and each of bod, 3 and surround 4. The cited prior art was also dtscussed 
in a general sense and tire claims pending in tire present application prior to tins 
Amendment were no. discussed, as Applicants proposed to submit new claims. 

Applicants have now submitted with mis amendment new claims and have 
canceled all of toe prior pending claims. Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted tha, toe 
rejection of claims 1-7 under 35 USC § 112, first paragraph, and claims 5-7 under 
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USC § 112, second paragraph, are now moot in view of the cancellation of claims 1-7 
and the rejections of claims 1 - 7 under 35 USC §103(a) is also now moot in view of the 
cancellation of claims 1-7. 

Applicants also submit that newly added claims 8 - 16 patentably define over the 
prior art of record and are in condition for allowance. New independent claim.8 of the 
present application recites an attachment apparatus for attaching a first structure to a 
second structure of a household appliance. The inventive attachment apparatus, as 
recited in new independent claim 8 of the present application, includes a holding pin, the 
holding pin having a head portion and a foot portion. The holding pin is disposable, 
during an installation operation, into a fully fitted position in which the holding pin 
extends through an aperture in the first structure and through an aperture in the second 
structure along an attachment axis passing through the apertures of the first structure and 
the second structure. As further recited in new independent claim 8 of the present 
application, the head portion of the holding pin, in the fully fitted position of the holding 
pin, is located on one axial side of the first structure and the foot portion, in the fully 
fitted position of the holding pin, extends into the aperture of the second structure. 

Continuing with the recitation of new independent claim 8 of the present 
application, the holding pin engages the first structure and the second structure to 
maintain the first structure at an axial spacing from the second structure in the region of 
the apertures of the first and second structures. Also, the foot portion of the holding pin 
has a nominal transverse extent that is transverse to the axial extent of the holding pin and 
at least as large as the largest transverse extent of the aperture of the second structure and 
the foot portion of the holding pin has, in the fully fitted position of the holding pin, at a 
smaller transverse extent than its nominal transverse extent. The foot portion of the 
holding pin exerts a radially outward force against the aperture of the second structure to 
thereby resist dislodgement of the holding pin from the aperture of the second structure in 
the fully fitted position of the holding pin. 
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Continuing further with the recitation of new independent claim 8 of the present 
application, the head portion of the ho.ding pm has a transverse extent transverse to the 
axial extent of me ho.ding pin mat is larger man a transverse extent of me aperture of the 
firs, structure. Moreover, the ho.ding pin further includes a first seating extent that rs at a 
.ocation axially intermediate me head portion of me holding pin and the foot portion of 
the holding pin and that has a transverse extent less man me transverse extent of me foot 
portion of me holding pin. Tire recited first seating extent extends axially from me head 
portion of the holding pin to the foot portion of me holding pin in an axial extent mat ,s a, 
teas, equal to an axial thickness of the first sttuCure as measured a, the aperture of the 
firs, structure. In the fully fitted position of me ho.ding pin, the first seating extent ts 
axially coincident with me firs, sttucture a. me firs, aperture and me head portion of me 
holding pin and the foot portion of me holding pin are disposed on.opposite axial sidesof 
to firs, sttucture with the head portion of me holding pin and me foo, portion of me 
holding pin each resisting a respective axial movement of me firs, sttucture therepast, 
wherein me ho.ding pin limits axial movemen, of the second structure relative to the firs, 
sttucture in the fully fitted position of the holding pin. 

It is respectfully submitted that new independent claim 8 patently defines over 
to prior art of record including, for example, United Sates PatemNo. 4,423,608 <o 
Funaki United States PatemNo. 4,610,587 ,o Wollar e, al, United Siates Paten, No. 
5 129 768 ,o Hoyle et al, and United State* Patent No. 4,726,722 to Wollar. Umted 
Stetes" Patent No. 4,423,608 to Funaki teaches a washing apparatus 10 including a cover 
78 having a backboard 86 bu, i, is clear mat United Stetes Patent No. 4,423,608 to Funakr 
does no, teach or disclose a holding pin having me features recited in claim 8 of me 
present application including, for example, a foot portion of a ho.ding pin that exerts a 
radially outward force against an aperture of a second structure to thereby resis, 
dislodgemen, of the holding pin from the aperture of the sttucture. 
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United States PatentNo. 4,610,587 to Woflare, al teaches five embodiments of a 
fastener device !0, HO, 210, 310, and 4,0. Each fanner device has a hollow 

oflegs28 mat is inserteble into aligned pane, apertures 12 and 14. The legs 28 are 

separated by an axially extending slo, 30. Each fastener device also includes a 

cy indrtca, bore 34 extending axial* tiuough me body head 26, me body shank 24, and 

fceafigned apertures 12 and 14. However, i. is clear ma, United States Paten, No. 
4 610 587 tt Wollar e, a. does no, teach or disclose a holding pin having me features 
rKit ed in claim 8 of me present application including, for example, a firs, seating extent 
« in a fully fined position of me holding pin, is axially coincided with a structure a, a 

aspol on opposite axM sides of me sttucture wim me head portion of me holdmg pm 

structure therepast, wherein me holding pin Unfits axial movement of a second centre 
native to a firs, stiucture in me fully fitted position of me holding pm. 

United S<ates Patent No. 5,129,768 ,o Hoyle e. al teaches a sliding grommet 10 
for mounting in an elongated hole 32, me ^ommet 1 0 including a head flange 12 a 

portion 2! includes a flared on, upper section 26 (see sloping bore 36) and a cyhndnca. 
ower portion 29. The upper seetion 26 includes shoulders 30 for engaging the upper and 
.ower edges of an elongated ho.e 32. As seen in Figure 7 of United Spates Paten. No. 
5 n9768 to Hoylee,a.,amatingpanel52isreteinedbe W eenu 1 eheadofascrew56 

md a head flange ,2 of me sliding ^ommet 10 and, additionally, another pan. 34 , 
retained between me head flange 12 of me sliding grommet ,0 and * ,40, m f *e 

„o, telLr disclose a holding pin having the features recited in c.aim 8 of me present 
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• • , .inaforexampleafootportionofaholdingpinthatexertsaradially 
applica.cn mcludnig ^ — * resist dislodgement 0 f 

outward force against an aperture ot a secona 
the holding pin from the aperture of the structure. . 

t>. ♦ Mn a 726 722 to Wollar teaches a two-piece reusable plastic 
United States Patent No. 4,726,722 10 wo 

bore 32 TT,ebodyshaBk26i J .eludesttoee S hai 1 kport.on S 28,30, a nd31. y 
portion 28 has a diameter that is iarger than a diameter of body shank portton 30. B d 

taJ into ahoie 20 of apane! .6 sueh mat shank portion 28 enters W. » However, 
Xsta.esPaten.No. 4,726,722 toWoUardoesnot^hordiscioseaho.dmgpm 

structure. 

For these and other reasons, it is submitted titat United States ^^j 1 ^ states 

n * ♦ w« a 61 n 587 to Wollar et al, United States 

independent Cairn 8. Ciaims 9 - 15 depending uitimateiy from eiaun 8 and ate 

' ^mesee.aimsreciteadditionaipaten.biesnhieetrnattet. A«, ^ 
submitted that new independent elaim 16 patency defines over the pnot art of reco 



well. 
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^mvjrTTJSION 

.^respectfullyrequested. If*. ft-— has any questions regarding thts 
fae to to paper is required, petition for extension ts herewrth made. 

Respectfully submitted, 



BSH Home Appliance Corporation 

100 Bosch Boulevard 

New Bern, NC 28562 

Phone: 252-639-7644 

Fax . 714-845-2807 

james.howard@bshg.com 





James E. Howard 
Registration No. 39,715 
February 19,2008 
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